My 2nd great grandfather, John Conway and his wife Sarah Ferrie came to Stirling about 1900. The 1901 census shows them living in Polmont with five children (John, Sarah, James, William and Mary)

The 1911 census shows them living at 38 St Mary's Wynd now with an additional five children (Joseph, Patrick, Rebecca, Michael and Elizabeth). At the outbreak of the First World War John and his son James both volunteered to join the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders. John lied about his age as he was too old and was eventually sent home due to poor health. The 1915 and 1920 valuation rolls still show John Conway as living at 38 St Mary's Wynd. James ended up in France with the 8th Argylls and was killed in action at Roclincourt on 6th March 1917. Around the same time my great grandfather John was conscripted into the Argylls and also briefly saw action in France. After the war he went back to his job as a miner at Archibald Russell's colliery at Polmaise. Aged 19 he married Helen Kelso at St Mary's Church.  They moved to 22 Bow Street and started their own family in 1921 with the arrival of Jane, then John (1922), William (1923), Sarah (1925) James (my grandfather, 1926) Lawrence (1928) and finally, Helen (1931). It is at this generation that my knowledge of the family runs out apart from my own branch of the family tree. I would assume however, that there were children and grandchildren produced by some if not all of the above.

As for my great grandfather John - he joined the TA as part of the 7th Argylls in March 1936. By this time he was living at 14a Weir Street. When war broke out he was sent to France where he fought in the battle of France. He was taken prisoner on 6th June 1940 after a battle near the village of Franleu in France where the 7th Argylls were practically wiped out as a fighting unit.  While he was away, the rest of the family moved to 9A Menzies Drive in the Raploch area. He spent the rest of the war in a variety of POW camps until his liberation in 1945. He returned to his job. The last known address I have for him is 26 Robertson place where he lived up until his death in 1978.  While he was in captivity, his brother Michael, who had served with the Royal Engineers in North Africa took his own life. Both Michael and John are buried in Ballengeich cemetery near the castle.
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Taken from John's POW logbook - presumably showing his wife and some of his kids. 
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That's great granddad John in the middle of the front row, wearing his kilt and WW1 medal ribbons
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L/Cpl. John Conway.
Released by
| the British
| from a prison
; camp near
| Hanowver,
{ L/Cgl. John
| Conway, A. &
SH., 9 Menzies
Drive, Stirling,
in his 3i-hour
journey  back
to Britain by
‘plane, flew
over the area
where he had
served iy
France in 1940, and locked down on
the roads along which he had driven
| trucks, and along which the German
|| panzers had swept in the Battie of
| France. Remembering the seeming
overwhelming might of the Germans
during the Battle of France, L Cpl.
Conway was trémendously  im-
S Britain's armed mignt
w around Hanover. “The
Germans know they're beaten, but
they would rather have the British
came in than the Russians" said
L/Cpl. Conway. “And what I saw
| of the British Forces Iimagine we've
2ot enough stuff now to smash Gér-
many 'fo bits."

A veteran of the last war, he was
in the Territorials when war broke
out. He was formerly employed at
Throsk.
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Opposite, clockwise from top left:
Number 80 St Mary’s Wynd,
1920. This wynd, off Broad
Street, led to Bridge Street, the
main exit from Stirling, north
across the Old Bridge. It also
contained some of the town’s
worst overcrowding and living
conditions.

Another view of 80 St Mary’s
Wynd from the bottom of the
entry. These images are from the
album of a Sanitary Inspector,
probably John Fyfe who served in
that capacity from 1901 until
1941. St Mary’s Wynd itself was
only fourteen feet wide and this
long narrow street was punctuated
with a warren of entries, closes
and backlands, and had primitive
sanitation at best.

St Mary’s Wynd, looking towards
Broad Street, in the early 1920s.

Number 38 St Mary’s Wynd,
showing a common street well,
downstream from an outside
toilet.

Top Left: Five children from
8 St Mary’s Wynd, photographed
by the Stirling Sanitary Inspector.

Centre left: Number 14 St John
Street, looking towards the back
properties of 11 Broad Street.

Bottom left: Number 14 St John
Street, looking towards the back
of 10 St John Street.

Below: Number 14 St John Street,
looking towards 17 Broad Street.
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A group of men from Stirling and the surrounding district serving with the 7th Battalion Argyll and
utherland Highlanders °‘somewhere in France.”




