Stirling Seven Incorporated Trades

Following on from Stephen Bowmans talk to the SLHS in Feb 2013 about the Seven Incorporated Trades of Stirling focusing on the Incorporation of Hammermen, I would like to highlight the membership problem that they are at present experiencing. For many years membership has been shrinking to a  point where todays membership  levels are critical! The Incorporations in order of priority have the following numbers; Hammermen Jan 2013 – 0  Feb 2013 16,  Weavers 0, Tailors 3, Shoemakers 2, Fleshers 1, Skinners c50, Bakers 0.

It would be a tragedy if the Seven Inc. Trades of Stirling were to disappear for ever from Stirling’s history especially as the crafts have had some kind of organisation from about the 12th Cent and the Convener Court from about 15th – 16th Cent. The decline of the Trades can be partially blamed on the Reform Act of 1833 which stripped the Trades of their powers of control, with each trade in turn failing to transform well into a new identity. At present the only viable Trade is the Skinners with a membership of about 50 it exists today as a social and charitable organisation providing an annual bursary to our Allan’s Primary School.

Steps are now being taken to remedy this plight and an active campaign is on going to get all the Trades up and running again. It is expected that each trade will follow the example of the Skinners in being both social and charitable. It is hoped that one of the dormant Crafts will be used as a youth organisation (this is now very probably going to happen ) another to be for the women of Stirling ( if this is found to be acceptable)

I hope that I have shown briefly how vitally important it is that the Seven Incorporated Trades of Stirling be kept alive.


If you are interested in becoming a member or involved in some way or would like more information on the Trades initial contact can be made through myself Stuart Campbell, Deacon of the Incorporation of Hammermen.

 email : deaconhammermen@gmail.com or by phone at no. 07801692126.

